
The	Friendship	Force	pledge	
As a member of the Friendship Force, 

I recognise that I can make a difference. 
I recognise that I have a mission. 

That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. 
As I embark on this adventure, 

I know that others will be watching me. 
I know that, through my example to my fellow citizens 

and the people of other countries,  
the cause of friendship, love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference
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Dates For Your Diary
26 March General Meeting at Mudjimba Community Centre, 9:30am
12 April April Dine-Out: ‘A Taste of Istanbul’ in Noosaville
24 April Picnic Meet-Up: Guided tour Mapleton National Park. Lunch Mt Glorious
18 May May Dine-Out:  Cartwrights Restaurant TAFE College
17 June Picnic Meet-Up:  Chenrezig Buddhist Institute at Eudlo. 

Meeting Dates
Board Meeting General Meeting Picnic Meet-up

11 April 26 March 24 April

General Meetings 2023 
26 March, 28 May, 30 July, 24 

September, 26 November (AGM)

Board Meetings 2023 
11 April, 22 May, 12 June, 10 July, 

14 August, 11 September, 9 October, 
13 November

http://www.thefriendshipforce.org
http://www.friendshipforcesunshinecoast.org.au
http://www.friendshipforce-aussie.org
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President’s Digest 
We had a Board Meeting on Monday, 6th March 2023.  Information re possible Norfolk Island 
Friendship Force Conference (25 October to 02 November, 2024) was sent to all FFSC members 
on Tuesday, 7 March.  Draft program and costings were included.  Feedback is to be provided to 
Jane Paine by Friday, 10 Mar and forwarded to Adrian Brown, Australian Coordinator. 

With regards to journeys, an update of journeys for 2023 is as follows: 

Inbound – Global - commences on Thursday 16 march to Thursday 23 March.  Mike 
McFarlane and his committee have done a great program.  Well done!  The Farewell Lunch has 
been brought forward to 11:00 am on 23 March at the Loose Goose. 

Outbound – Wellington, N.Z. and Noumea – David Allan and Ron Usher continue to organise 
this journey. 

Outbound – Southern Sydney – Sheena McDonald is doing a great job and Ron Usher is 
organising a Tagalong. 

Inbound – Mt.Barker – John Paine is to get numbers and I am requesting that you consider 
hosting for this journey. 

Inbound – Japan – Karen Nishimura – planning ongoing. 

The 2023 World Conference is being held in Dubrovik, Croatia, from October 2-5, 2023.  
Information relating this can be accessed on the Friendship Force International website.  Jeremi 
Snook, President and CEO FFI, encouraged 2023 to be a year to reacquaint ourselves with why we 
do this Friendship Force thing.  Through our journeys, clubs and conferences, vehicles are 
provided to drive our mission and the “why” is the fuel that makes us go.  “Let this be a year of 
reconnecting with why we do this” (FFI Newsletter, February 2023).   

As members of the Friendship Force of the Sunshine Coast we have been 
very proactive during the CoVid experience and associated isolation.  We 
have looked at innovative ways to fulfil our mission and utilised our skills 
of communication, people and time management, problem solving and 
organisation.  We are well on our way to reconnection.  Well done team and 
keep the momentum going! 

In friendship 

Jane Paine 
President      

Member Anniversaries 
Member anniversaries for March: Chris & Carol Harman – 17 years 
     
Member anniversaries for April:  Ron and Coral Usher – 7 years
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Journey Mentor Report 
2023 International Journeys 
Global Inbound Journey 
[Full report next Sunseeker] 

Wellington Outbound 
We have received our host matching from Wellington but not from Noumea. All members have 
made their bookings for flights and accommodation where required.  We will be meeting 
together in early April to plan and practise our entertainment for both cities. 

Noumea Outbound 
Still awaiting host matching forms for New Caledonia. These are expected about the end of 
March. Information on Hostings will be forwarded to Ambassadors as soon as I have them. 

At the same time, I expect to have details of the cost of our activities whilst in Noumea and will 
advise you of how much more we have to pay and if it is to be paid into our Club account or if 
we take it individually to Noumea. 

I sent an email saying that as the five ambassadors who are arriving in Noumea on Sat, 6th May, 
will have the use of a car, they will meet at the International Airport at 3.00PM on Sunday. 

This will align with the arrival of the eight Ambassadors from New Zealand and the Noumea 
hosts can then meet all of us at the one time. We will all be wearing our Club shirts at this time, 
including those who have travelled from Auckland in their shirts. 

The Host Coordinators emailed back their thanks for this. 

Saitama Inbound 
Saitama have now announced that they will bring 11 ambassadors. We have two members of the 
New Mexico club interested in joining this journey. They are discussing the possibility with the 
Saitama club. 

2023 Domestic Journeys 
Mount Barker Inbound 
Mount Barker will visit us from 25th July to 1st August. We have plenty of hosts and John Paine 
has agreed to be the Host Co-ordinator. He has held his first planning meeting and has made 
good progress with his program. 

Southern Sydney Outbound 
We have agreed a date of 1-8 November 2023 for this journey. Sheena McDonald will be the 
Ambassador Coordinator. Sheena has eight ambassadors and Southern Sydney have indicated 
that they could take two more at a pinch. Gillian and I, and also Judy Hill, are prepared to go if 
necessary to make the journey viable, but we are really not keen. Southern Sydney have sent 
Sheena a lot of information regarding their possible program, which Sheena has circulated to the 
ambassadors for comment. Sheena has investigated flight times and has found a Virgin flight 
from Sunshine Coast for $191 return – it arrives at 12 noon. She and Rena have already booked 
this flight. She proposes to hold a workshop after the General meeting on 26th March. 

John Gosney  
Journey Mentor  
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Social Activities Report for March 2023
The February Dine-out at the ‘Junk’ Asian Fusion Restaurant in 
Maroochydore was well attended. Five Members represented the Sunshine 
Coast club at North Moreton’s 25th Anniversary at North Lakes.  

18 members came to the February Picnic Meet-up, visiting the historic St 
Michaels Church of Christ the King, and the Abbey Museum of Art and Archaeology in Caboolture. 
Both buildings are a treasure trove of history and house an amazing collection of artefacts. BYO 
morning tea was followed by a guided tour of the Church’s historic features. The collection moved 
from England to Cyprus, then to Australia, the Blue Mountains and finally its present location in 
Caboolture. It displays a collection of stained glass panels and paintings. Some of the windows 
contain the oldest glass in the Southern Hemisphere including glass from the WW2 bombed 
Winchester Cathedral. The Museum displays human prehistory to the Industrial Revolution, also 
including collections from the Islamic world and Asia. We enjoyed a two-course lunch in the dining 
hall before driving home. Car-pooling arrangements worked well.   

Upcoming Events 
The March General Meeting on 26th will be followed by lunch at the North Shore Tavern Mudjimba. 
Numbers will be taken at the meeting. 

The April Picnic Meet-up on Monday 24th   A guided tour, with Burnie Collins, through the 
Mapleton National Park to a picnic lunch at Point Glorious. (This is our 3rd attempt). This will 
require 4WD vehicles and Car Pooling. Please let me know if interested and if requiring or offering a 
lift. 

The June Picnic Meet-up on Saturday 17th. A visit to The Chenrezig Buddhist Institute at Eudlo. A 
guided tour is available on the 3rd Saturday of the month so this has been booked. 

Chenrezig is set in the Blackall Range foothills, it has narrow pathways, steps and uneven surfaces.  I 
suggest we car pool where possible, eg., park at Eudlo and car pool from there. On arrival at the 
Chenrezig parking area, there is a winding road which is to the left of the main steps. One disabled 
parking space is available close to reception. It is possible for others to drive up this road to the drop-
off area. The driver then returns to the main carpark to keep the drop-off area free. 

After our tour from 10:45am to 12pm we will have a vegetarian lunch at the Big Love Café, 12pm to 
1pm. We can then explore the facility at our leisure. Advance bookings and payment are required.   
The tour is by donation eg., $10pp. The Lunch is $17.50pp.  Please RSVP to me, and pay to Treasurer 
John. When we have confirmed numbers for lunch we will book & pay. 

Dine-Outs  

The April Dine-out will be on Wednesday 12th at ‘A Taste of Istanbul’ in Noosaville: Unit 5/6 
Swanbourne Way, Noosaville QLD 4566.  RSVP to Jenny Stephensen. 

The May Dine-out will be on the 18th, at the Degustation Lunch at Cartwrights Restaurant TAFE 
College, Mountain Creek. Jenny has booked for 25. Degustation Lunch is $45pp, with a drinks 
package extra $20. Numbers needed ASAP. Please RSVP to Jenny Stephensen and pay to Treasurer 
John. 

CoralUsher 
Social Activities Coordinator
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Secretary Judy

Treasurer John P

VP JeffPresident Jane

Journey Mentor John G

FFSC BOARD 
2023

Func1on Coordinator Team

Dine-outs	&	lunches	a9er	
general	mee1ng

Jenny	Stephenson Bill	Laws,	Jo	Mutz

Facebook	 Jenny	Allan

Flags	and	Banners Glen	Gordon John	Paine

Greeters Judi	Gordon Helga	Descy,	Jo	Mutz

Lucky	Door John	Seebeck Glenis	Ayling

Membership Jenny	Allan	&	Gillian	Gosney Liz	Brown

Merchandise Judi	Gordon

Morning	Teas Liz	Brown Kerry	Cooke

Publicity Gillian	Brown

Social	Ac1vi1es Coral	Usher Merrilyn	Rundle,	Jo	Mutz	

Sunseeker	Editor Tony	Sayer Bernie	NIchols

Web	updates	&	Database	 Mike	McFarlane

My.ffi	Site	Coordinator Bernie	NIchols

Mul1cultural	Coordinator Karen	Nishmura Mike	McFarlane

The Army of Helpers who keep the club running in 2023
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Photo Gallery – Abbey Museum of Art and Archaeology
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