
 

The Friendship Force pledge 

As a member of the Friendship Force, 

I recognize that I can make a difference. 

I recognize that I have a mission. 

That mission is to be a friend to the people of the world. 

As I embark on this adventure, 

I know that others will be watching me. 

I know that, through my example to my fellow citizens 

and the people of other countries,  

the cause of friendship, love and peace can be furthered. 

I can make a difference 
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Your 2019 Board: Bill, Helen, Glenis, Mike and David 

Meeting Dates 
Board Meetings General Meetings Picnic Meetings 

13 June 26 May 23 June 

Dates For Your Diary 

   Dine Out – Wed 12th June at Brightwater Tavern at 12 noon 

  General Meeting at Mountain Creek State High School, at 9:30am 

  Picnic -  23 June TBA 

http://www.thefriendshipforce.org/
http://www.friendshipforcesunshinecoast.org.au/
http://www.friendshipforce-aussie.org/
mailto:suncoastff@gmail.com
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President’s Musings 
The last month has been busy and though frustrating at times has culminated in a number of changes that 
should make life easier and simpler for members and coordinators. 

We have now implemented additional banking accounts to cover ‘floats’ and expenditures associated with 
common events. Coordinators may access these accounts using debit cards which in turn will save the 
treasurer from lots of repayment transfers and provide accurate statements of expenditure. Debit cards at 
this stage will be available to the Social Activities Coordinator, Morning Tea Coordinator, and Host 
Coordinators for inbound journeys.  

Board approved members may apply to the NAB Caloundra Branch, for a personal debit card linked to the 
appropriate account. Card holders will be accountable to the Club for all expenditure associated with that 
card. 

We have also secured new premises for our general meetings at the Mountain Creek High School. These 
premises, I believe, will meet our requirements and should anyone locate better alternatives the Board will 
be happy to consider them. 

The on-line data base (Members Only) area of our websites has now been transferred to a domain in 
common with our public website and this marks the end of the development we began a year or so ago. 
Interestingly this transfer required the production of the Club’s certificate of registration – wherever that 
is!!  

So, from now on we have a repository for all the Club’s important documents, and history. No longer do 
we have to remember who may have had ‘that’ years ago, or whether so and so may have passed it on to 
…. If it’s important, or useful to members it will be on the database – and I ask all who lead our Club and 
all who generate our history to assist in keeping the database up to date. 

 In friendship, 

Mike McFarlane 

President 

General Meetings 2019 
26 May, 28 Jul,  

22 Sep, 24 Nov 

Board Meetings for 2019 

13 Jun, 11 Jul, 14 Aug,12 Sep,  

9 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  

Board Decisions 

Board meeting 4 April 2019  

1. Anne Green be endorsed Ambassador Coordinator for Hiroshima, Japan and Seoul, Korea, and 

Mike McFarlane be endorsed Host Coordinator for Global (Active Outdoors).  

2. The proposed program and fees for Newcastle inbound journey be endorsed. 

3. At each general meeting the club acknowledge members who are celebrating a FFSC anniversary 

and invite them to speak briefly on a membership highlight.  

Board Meeting 2 May 2019 

1. The Board formally thanked David and Jenny Allan and their committee for their meticulous 

work in providing a wonderful 30th Anniversary Birthday Celebration. 

2. Venue for general meetings – From May 2019 all General Meetings will be held at Mountain 

Creek State High School, Lady Musgrave Drive, Mountain Creek. President will email details and 

map of campus to all members. 

3. Acknowledging membership anniversaries – Membership anniversaries to be listed in Sunseeker.  

4.  Direct debit cards – four new accounts established.  

5. Domestic journeys in 2020 – preferred destinations sought from members; club members 

surveyed for final choices. 

Glenis Ayling 

Secretary 

1. 
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Forthcoming FF Journeys  

INTERNATIONAL JOURNEYS 2019 

Inbounds 2019    

October (TBC) #15259 Central Virginia, USA  HC John Gosney 

Asst Jean Ledwidge 

 

DOMESTIC JOURNEYS 2019 

Inbound 2019 

20-27 June #15344 Newcastle HC Robyn McFarlane 

 

Outbound 2019 

11-18 September #15354 Mt Barker AC Judy Hill 

JOURNEYS ASSIGNED by FFI for 2020 

Inbound 2020 

February #20004 Long Island to Sydney and 
Sunshine Coast 

HC Urgently Needed 

October #20217 Global to Sunshine Coast 
(Active Outdoor) 

HC Mike McFarlane 

Outbound 2020 

April #20048 Seoul, South Korea; and an 

Asian Destination?? 

AC Anne Green 

 
Sunshine Coast Ambassadors are in Albuquerque and Austin enjoying their journey right now.  
  
The other journeys for 2019 are falling into place with Newcastle inbound from 20-27 June the 
next.  Then our domestic outbound to Mt Barker in September. 
 
For 2020 we will have two exciting inbounds: Long Island USA club and a Global Outdoor 

Journey -- and an outbound to Korea confirmed – and plans for another leg to the travel yet to 

be determined.   
 
A Host Coordinator for the Long Island group coming in mid March is still needed.  
 
Anne Green is Ambassador Coordinator for the Korea-Asia journey in April . 
Mike McFarlane is Host Coordinator for the Global (Active Outdoor) in October. 
 
2020 domestic journeys will be allocated later in the year 
 

Helen Treston 

Journey Mentor 
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Inbound Journeys 

Central Virginia 

15 to 22 October 2019 

#15354 HC John Gosney 

 

Inbound Journeys 

Newcastle 

20 to 27 June 2019 

#15344  HC Robyn McFarlane 

 
 

Hosts will meet 11 ambassadors at Maroochy 

airport on 20 June and will take them home for 

the evening. One more couple will arrive by 

caravan, leaving their van at McFarlanes, and will 

join their hosts also at the airport. 

The club fun begins the next morning with a 

welcome brunch at Montville and a day in the 

hinterland. Our committee has arranged a varied 

and interesting program, with plenty of 

opportunities for ambassadors and hosts to meet 

and mix. The ambassadors will depart on 27 June 

from Maroochy airport. 

I encourage members to attend some of the club 

functions and spend time with our ambassadors, 

especially the welcome and farewell dinner. All 

the activities will be enjoyable. I will forward the 

program again to remind you so you can choose. 

It’s not too soon to make your bookings and 

payment. You may email your form to me at 

robmcfa@gmail.com. Direct deposit details for 

payment are noted on the booking form. Don’t 

forget to reference your name and the journey 

number #15344 with your payment. Alternatively 

you may like to bring your booking form and cash 

in an envelope with your name to the General 

Meeting on 26 May. 

 

Robyn McFarlane 

Reminder – If you are travelling on a FF 

Journey with another FF Club, please 

remember that your application has to be 

signed by our President. 

Global (Active Outdoor) 
October 2020 

#20217 HC Mike McFarlane 

 

 

 
We are lucky to have been allocated this 
journey by FFI even though we didn’t request 
it. Presumably our efforts last year in 
developing themes that highlight the 
wonderful attributes of the Sunshine Coast 
have been detected. 

If you would like to assist plan this journey 
please contact me. 

Mike McFarlane 
Journey Coordinator wanted 

We need a volunteer to take on the role of 

Host Coordinator for the Long Island inbound 

journey. Don’t be shy there is plenty of 

support and we need to share the load. 

Contact Helen Treston to find out more. 

mailto:robmcfa@gmail.com
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Mount Barker, SA 

11 to 18 September 2019 

#15354  AC Judy Hill 

 

 

 
 

 

I have exchanged preliminary emails with 

David, the Host Coordinator from Mt Barker, 

and we have arrived at the dates above for a 

variety of reasons. Mt Barker don’t get back 

from Mt Gambier until 4th September, and 

our school holidays start on 20th. Also the 

direct flights to Adelaide from Maroochydore 

are on Sunday, Wednesday and Friday, so we 

have chosen Wednesday. 

So far I have 11 expressions of interest and 
would like a few more please. September 
should be a lovely time to go to Adelaide. 

For those who would like to come with us, 
you can download the Ambassador 
Application – Domestic from the FFA 
website, or I will have some copies for you at 
the next meeting. 

Sue Hanna has expressed an interest in being 
on the committee for this journey. Any other 
expressions of interest I would be grateful to 
receive at the meeting or before on, my email 
address or mobile.  

Please note, my landline no longer works. 

Tom Breitenbach has asked me to mention 

that he would like to travel down through 

NSW inland route to Adelaide, then back 

after the Mt Barker stay via the Great Ocean 

Road and Pacific Highway, taking about 

three weeks.  He is looking for someone, 

preferably female, who might like to share 

the trip (and expenses) and company.  If you 

are interested, please contact Tom direct. 

Judy Hill 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Outbound Journeys  Inbound Journeys 

Long Island, USA 
Mid March 2020 

#20004 HC Needed 

 

 
 

HC NEEDED 

Seoul, South Korea and 

Asian Destination 
April-May 2020 

#20048 AC Anne Green 

 

 
 
INTREPID FRIENDSHIP FORCERS WHO 

WOULD LIKE TO TRAVEL TO JAPAN & 

KOREA in MARCH-APRIL 2020. 

Between 16-22 April 2020 the Seoul FF Club in 

Korea has offered to host our Club.  They can 

accommodate about 15-16 Ambassadors. 

Our negotiations with the Hiroshima Club have 

not been so successful; however the Yamaguchi 

FF Club are able to host us for 4 days before 

travelling on to Seoul. 

There are many options for travelling within 

Japan and Korea, and Seoul is a very handy 

stopover should you wish to continue travelling 

to Europe. 

There will be a meeting after the general 

meeting on 26th May for all of those people who 

have already expressed an interest in being part 

of this journey, AND for all of those who are 

still considering this to discuss the many ways 

we might proceed from here. 

Looking forward to talking with you. 

 

Anne Green 
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Other Activities 

Greeters and Morning Tea Helpers  

 

As a greeter, you will welcome all 

members and guests, and have them sign the 

Attendance Book. Please give guests a name tag, 

provide an overview of the organisation of the 

day, introduce them to the President/Vice-

President and to one of the Membership Officers. 

Then buddy them with a member to sit with. 

For both Greeters and Helpers, please note that, to 

allow sufficient time for setting up, you will need 

to be at the school hall from 9am.  If you won’t 

be attending, please make arrangements for 

another member to replace you and let me know. 

Robyn McFarlane for Jenny Allan 

Morning Tea 
Meetings begin at 9.30am, and morning tea will be provided at a suitable break during the meeting. 
This will give members time to catch up on information, to buy raffle tickets, to register for various 
activities and to socialize.  

Please bring your mugs. 

Robyn McFarlane for Jenny Allan 

Social Events 

 
Unfortunately, Merrilyn has had to resign her position as Coordinator of Social Activities due to the 
variable requirements of John’s treatments. We thank her for her contribution as Coordinator and 
hasten to point out that she is keen to assist as a committee member whenever she can. 

Consequently, we are looking for a person to take on the role of Coordinator of Social Activities and 
stress that it is primarily a role that is supported by a committee of active and experienced people and 
involves ‘keeping it all together’ rather than initiating and implementing a huge calendar..  

If you are prepared to coordinate, please let me know. 

In the meantime, the lunch after the General Meeting will be at the Brightwater Hotel. 

 

Mike 

Morning tea and Greeters 
(March meeting) 

 

Greeters 

 Ian Green 

Tom Brietenbach 

  
 

  
Morning Tea 

 Gillian Dwyer 

Sue Hannah, Bernie Treston, 

Jackie Lollback 
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Dine-outs 
 

 

Six members and Peggy’s daughter Sue 
attended a lazy lunch at the Bridge Restaurant 
in Mooloolaba, 

We had a great time sharing memories and 
enjoying the seafood as intermittent showers 
passed overhead. 

The next dine-out will be on Wed 12 June at 
Brightwater Tavern 12.00noon. 

Please let me know if you are coming by Mon 
10 June. 

Sue Hannah 

Publicity for FFSC  
. An article featuring our 30th anniversary 

celebrations was published in the Maroochy 

and Kawana Weekly on 25 April. The 

accompanying photo featured founding 

members and past presidents cutting the cake. 

 

 

 

Robyn McFarlane 

Have you changed your address? 

  
If you change your postal address, phone 

number, email address, etc, would you please 

remember to update your details on the 

Members’ Database. You will find this facility 

in the Members Only area of the club’s website. 
 

Editor 

Next Sunseeker 

Please put “Sunseeker” in the subject line and 
email contributions to the Editor, Mike 
McFarlane, for Tony, by 17th June. 

If you neglect to include “Sunseeker” in the 
subject line, your email may get overlooked in 
my busy email Inbox. 

Editor 

Membership  

 
Please keep your eye out for people who 

may be interested in joining us. 

 

Carol and Judi 
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Our intrepid ambassadors at Acoma Pueblo, New Mexico 
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Note: We meet in the classroom marked and enter through the gate from the 

main carpark. 
 

 

 


